April 15, 2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham

Room 4008-South Building

1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.

It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.

Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an Al outbreak in their ten

year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry ‘

Respectfully,
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